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August 8, 2008 

The Honorable Nancy Pelosi 
Speaker of the House 
U.S. House of Representatives 
H-232, U.S. Capitol 
Washington, DC 20515 

Dear Madame Speaker: 

I write to express my extreme disappointment with comments made by Representative 
Luis Gutierrez disparaging the law enforcement agents who serve at my agency. Representative 
Gutierrez recently stated the following: "You know who is in charge now? The Gestapo agents 
at Homeland Security." These comments cross any line of decency and are an affront to the men 
and women of this agency who perform their sworn duties, often at great personal risk. 
Moreover, these comments are potentially dangerous in terms of what impact they may have on 
officer safety. I have enclosed a copy of a letter I sent to Representative Gutierrez for your 
information. 

Regrettably, this is not an isolated incident. Other Members of Congress have deemed it 
appropriate to use highly charged and offensive language when discussing our law enforcement 
agents and the work they do. Earlier this year at an Appropriations hearing, Representative Sam 
Farr told me that the agency's image was that of "essentially a Gestapo-type agency." I am 
concerned that this reckless comparison is becoming a dangerous trend. 

Our nation's federal law enforcement officers have been asked to enforce the laws passed by 
Congress. They do so in a manner that is safe and respectful. I understand that Members of 
Congress may not want certain laws enforced, and I fully recognize they may seek to change 
such laws. However, I do not expect Members of Congress to attack those who are enforcing our 
nation's laws, often at great personal risk. I am worried that our officers could be placed at an 
even greater risk now that more than one elected official has imprudently branded them with the 
"Gestapo" label. That comparison should be off-limits regardless of one's own views on 
immigration enforcement. 

I am hopeful that you and the Congressional leadership will publicly disavow these inappropriate 
comments and seek an apology from Representative Gutierrez. Our professionally trained agents 
and career civil servants deserve far better from our nation's representatives than the gratuitous 
insults that are being made by those who disagree with the laws that our agents took an oath to 
enforce. 

Sincerely, 

VV1 ri L MyerS 
istant Secretary 

Enclosure 
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ee: The Honorable Steny Hoyer, Majority Leader 
The Honorable James Clybul11, Majority Whip 
The Honorable John A. Boehner, Minority Leader 
The Honorable Roy Blunt, Minority Whip 


